
1. Make sure that slides are not 
crammed with text. Reflect on 
the purpose of any slides from 
a student perspective. 
Consider using  notes facility to 
clarify your messages for 
delivery rather than writing your 
script on screen. Consider how 
much students can read and 
listen at the same time, and 
adjust your visuals accordingly. 

2. Don’t plan 
every minute 
of your 
session. 
Leave some 
space for 
spontaneous 
discussion, 
questions, 
and 
clarification. 

3. Make sure that one 
student doesn’t 
dominate in discussion 
or question and answer 
sessions. If there is a 
reluctance for the group 
to engage, consider 
using digital tools and/or 
post-it notes to gain 
student input. 

4. Move the 
students 
forward if they 
fill up at the 
back. This will 
help with 
engagement 
in the room.   

 5. Develop a number of 
strategies for breaking up the 
lecture to maintain attention. 
These can include discussion, 
think-pair-share, note-making, 
or problem solving tasks. 
There are lots of ideas online, 
so do some web searching to 
build up a toolkit of strategies.  

 6. Don’t use technology 
for the sake of it. Know 
why you are using it. If it 
starts to go wrong, stay 
calm, and be flexible to 
approach the task 
through another means 
or move on without panic 
or self deprecation. 

7. Be proactive in 
managing phones 
in the classroom. 
Whatever your 
strategy, make 
sure students know 
what is expected/
acceptable.  

8. Make yourself a 
teaching bag of 
essentials so that you 
never get caught out! 
Include: pens, 
whiteboard pens, post-
its, a clicker, and any 
specialist cables or kit.  

9. Consider how to end a 
class so that students 
consolidate or extend 
learning. Can they write a 
learning summary, or 
return to the intended 
outcomes to see if they 
have been met, or plan 

10. Use activities 
to check students’ 
understanding. 
Think about how 
you can re-
address any 
points that have 
not been well 
understood.  

11. If something 
doesn’t work the first 
time you try it, don’t 
necessarily give up 
on trying again. 
Reflect on the 
reasons and consider 
how you might 
develop the 
approach.  

12. Always try to empathise 
with the stresses and strains 
of students, and beware of 
assuming that ‘students can’t 
be bothered’. Kindness is 
appreciated and helps 
rapport; in turn this is makes 
learning more effective and 
delightful. 

 


